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FR. WRIGHT: 


Good evening, my name is Father Erskine Wright. I would 
like to share with you some of my memories of your church 
and mine - S. Clement's. 


S. Clement's was built on land given by Alexander Wilson. 
He was a Presbyterian who at that period was building row 
houses on Arch, Race and 20th Streets, and who chose to give 
his neighborhood respectability by making this an Episcopal 
church. There was from the beginning some heavy indebted- 
ness on the property which kept the church deeply in debt 
and which was never entirely cleared until Fr. Moffett's 
time, about 1900. Just about the time that Fr. Moffett be- 
gan his work, a Quaker came forward and assumed all the in- 
cumbrances in return for a mortgage or lien for $10,000. 

It used to be said about S. Clement's that it was built by 
a Presbyterian and saved by a Quaker. 


In the early days the chancel and altar were in a shallow 
apse at the west end of the church, and where the sanctuary 
now is, was a large round baptistery, in the middle of 
which stood the baptismal font under a great hanging gas 
chandelier. All this was before my memory, for by the 

time I knew things, the chancel and altar were where they 
are now, and the old west end chancel had a gallery built 
into it which was almost completely filled with the great 
pipe organ from which an old and accomplished German named 
Guillman, with a very touchy temper used to pour out wonderful 
music. 


Brother Maynard, of the Cowley Fathers, began decorating the 
walls and ceilings of the whole church, and I can just re- 
member a whole summer when the place was full of scaffoldings 
from which Br. Maynard painted his huge stencilled green and 
pink pomegranates, put the great and famous sunflowers on the 
ceiling, and painted a hansome border on the top of the walls 
on which he printed the whole Magnificat in Latin. He was a 
true artist, and an estimable reliaivie! (even if he did over- 
aaa me for a secondhand tennis racket I once bought from 
him!! 


The church remained thus until Fr. Moffett's tenure, beginning 
about 1895. Fr. Moffett had new glass put in all the windows; 
large red brick English tiles in all the aisles; built the 
confessionals which were now, for the first time, placed in 

the church and not the chaple; moved the font to the south-west 
corner of the south aisle; made a mortuary chapel in the base- 
ment under the main sanctuary; erected a side altar at the head 
of the south aisle, and in place of the dingy old clergy house-- 
2026 Cherry Street -- built the present clergy house at 2013 
Appletree Street. 


The Cowley Fathers had come to this country and established a 
church in Boston. Early in the 70's, they were invited to 
preach a Mission at S. Clement's. Again in the later 70's, 
they conducted a second mission. In the course of a brief 
while, the Cowley Fathers were invited to take charge of the 
parish, and did so with Fr. Oliver Prescott as rector. My 
father bacame a member of the Vestry about this time too. 


BISHOP: 


2. 


I may seem hard to believe but S. Clement's didn't begin 

as a "high church." No church was more eminently Protestant 
Episcopalian, for its first ten years or so. As far as I 
know the first rector who brought a change was the Rev. Dr. 
Herman Griswold Batterson, in the last end of the 1860's. 

He was certainly Catholic, and his Catholic crime, as he 
told me himself many years later, was in putting on the 
altar a plain wooden cross and two small wooden candlesticks. 
So hot was the feeling aroused by these that war began at 
once, some of the wealthiest families withdrew, and one 
morning these ornaments were gone. They had been stolen. 
Some time later on, they were found buried in the rear garden 
of the church on the site of the present Clergy House. Yes, 
Dr. Batterson was a fighter, and S. Clement's was started on 
a course from which she has not deviated. 


In 1881, no it was 1879, Dr. Prescott was brought before the 
Rt. Rev. William Bacon Stevens, Bishop of Pennsylvania and 
the Standing Committee for an ecclesiastical trial because 
of unlawful and unprotestant practises. 


THE TRIAL 


(in a Letter to the Standing Committee) 

Reverend and Dear Sirs: In accordance with the resolution 
passed by the last Diocesan Convention, to wit: "That 

the report regarding irregular practices of St. Clement's 
parish be referred to the Bishop and Standing Committee to 
take such action as they may think requisite and proper, 
"T ask that you will investigate the same with me, and 
appoint a time and place where the Rector of St. Clement's 
can be notified to make his defense. 


(in a Letter to the Rector) 


Reverend Dr. Prescott: The Standing Committee has voted 
to investigate this matter with me. I therefore notify 
you that we shall meet at this office on the ninth day of 
June 1879, for the purpose of making such investigation. 


S.C.A. 


WITNESS 1: 


SA: 
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(to the trial) I have reason to believe that in 
St.Clement's in this Diocese, of which parish 

Rev. 0.S.Prescott is Rector, the following cere- 
monies and practices not authorized in the Book 

of Common Praver and symbolizing erroneous doctrine, 
have been and now are used during the celebration 
of the Holv Communion. The first charge is the use 
of genuflections, prostrations bowings to or before 
the Lord's Table. 


(to Witness i) Tr. Charles King, are you a member 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese? 


IT am. 


Have vou attended at the celebration of the 
Communion at St.Clement's Church? 


I was present there at the celebration of the 
Communion on Whit-Sunday of 1878, at a quarter 
before eleven o'clock. 


Did vou see Dr.Prescott there? 


I did. 
“as the Communion service said at that time? 


It may have been said, but I couldn't hear it; 
the music was going on the whole time, and I can't 
sav that I heard a word. 


At the time of the elevation, or raising up of the 
paten and cup, were any acts done by anybody in 
the choir or by the congregation? 


There were five boys in short surplices kneeling 
during the whole time of the consecration; when 

the cup was raised above the head of Mr.Longridge, 
they prostrated themselves on the platform in 

front of them; the choir prostrated themselves as 
well as they could in the pews. On each side of me 
there was a lady; thev were kneeling in the pews, 

and at that moment they werit down as low as they 

could. I cannot speak of the rest of the congregation. 


(interjeeting) When you spoke of prostration, did 
vou mean prostration or kneeling? 


Prostration: lying down flat. 


(incredulously) Do vou mean to say that the two 
ladies lay down flat? ‘ 


Wi: 
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No, I said as near as they could, sitting in their 
pews. They squatted, if I may use that word. 


They varied their position from kneeling, and went 
to a lower position? 


Yes,sir. 
New wttness. 


(to Witness 2) What did vou see, if anything, done 
with reference to the elements? 


I saw the celebrant, after consecration, turn and 
hold up the paten before the congregation. 


What occurred at that time on the vart of the con- 
gregation, as to the posture? 


They were, many of them, as near to the floor as they 
could get conveniently; many of them had left the 
kneeling stools and were on the floor, and were 
bowing down as low as seemed possible under the 
circumstances. 


What occurred on the second occasion, during which 
vou sav Mr.Mortimer officiated? 


The only occasion cr which I was present was an 
early celebration in the chapel. Dr.Mortimer came 

in with an acolvte or boy; there were no other persons 
in the chancel; I noticed a verv large cross of red 
upon his back and on his stomach. The vestments were 
striking. I saw there pretty much what I saw before, 
except, if possible, more profound genuflection. 
These prostrations were at the time of the conse- 
eration, persons were leaving their seats before 
them, and turning lengthwise between the chairs, 
lying upon their faces. I saw a number of persons, 
particularly those in front of me. I remember a lady 
who was almost her length upon the floor. 


Yeu say that there was a good deal of changing of 
position; did that take place during the prayer of 
consecration? 


It began during the prayer of consecration: tte kneel- 
ing stools were rejected; they put them aside and got 
down on the floor. When the elements were elevated, 
there was, if possible, an intensification of the 
attitudes of reverence, but the marked geruflection 
was when the prayer of consecration began - that was 
vehement. 


Wi: 


COUNSEL: 


RECTOR: 


(to new Witness 1) Were there any bowing or pros- 
tration on the part of the people during the cele- 
bration that you attended? 


Yes, several. Some bowed mere than others. At the 
time of the elevation of the bread or host, or what- 
ever you call it, they all bowed profoundly, some in 
the aisle, and I should have said that their noses 
went on to the pavement. I do not know, of course, 
about that. In the case of a lady's veil hanging 
around her face, I cannot say vrecisely within how 
manv inches her face was from the floor. 


(to Bishop and Committee) Reverend Sirs, what are the 
rubrical directions regarding attitudes of reverence? 
Without taking up too much time in reading the whole 

of this service, I will say to vou that in at least 
half a dozen places we are directed not onlv to kneel, 
but to kneel humbly, devoutly, or as the old English 
service says - meekly. When the communion is received, 
all are humbly kneeting. What is the meaning of this? 
Throughout this wonderful liturgy of ours, in praise 

of which too much cannot be said, there is great chari- 
ness of adjectives in the rubrical directions. In the 
ante-communion service, rarely do you find an epithet 
applied to any act directed to be done. Not so when 
they come to the communion service. Every rubrical 
Passage speaks of the lowness of the man and the infi- 
nite height of the Deity. What is, then, the meaning 

of humbly? It means something. I do not mean to stand 
upon etymology alone, but it means literally and spiri- 
tually casting yourself upon the earth. "Omnibus humi- 
liter genuflexis'" is not improperly rendered by "all 
prostrate on the ground." Etymology is not an unerring 
guide, but it surely means something more than mere 
kneeling. Bevond this, a man may be just as humble, 
just as prostrate in his mind and in his body as he 
wishes. I take it upon myself to say that he ought to 
be as much so, both in spirit and in outward manifesta- 
tion, as it is possible for him to make himself. I re- 
collect very well what a learned presbyter of this 
church, Dr.DeKoven, said: "You may make me by your 
canons stand up when I am receiving the body and blood 
of my Lord, but you cannot prevent my inward adoration 
of the Savior who laid down his life for me. I do it in 
spite of you, because I recognize his infinite goodness 
te me and my infinite unworthiness." The form is a mere 
symbol; you cannot prevent adoration if the heart is 
filled with it. 


(to Btshop and Committee) Gentlemen: On or about May l, 
1879), I posted in the vestry-room of St. 
Clement's the following notice: There may be no genu- 
flections and no kneeling except for purposes of private 
devotion from the prayer of Humble Access till the 
Benediction. 0.S.Prescott, Recter. - I have never used 


BISHOP: 


SA: 


W2: 


SA: 
W2: 
SB: 


W2: 
COUNSEL: 
W2: 


W2: 


prostrations. I have spoken against them both publicly 
and privately. I cannot say that anvthing which I should 
call a prostration has ever been used in St. Clement's 
Church. What I have see is a low bending of the body, 
while those so bowing were kneeling upon their knees. 


The second charge is the use of candles and lights in 
the chancel bevond what are needed for purpose of 
givirg light. 


What did you notice when you entered S. Clement's church in regard 
to the candles? 


When I went in, there were seven lamps burning over 
the chancel; there were two lights, I think, on the 
Communion table, and candelabras and others upon the 
super-altar. Some of those were not lighted until after 
the sermon -- those on the super-altar. 

Were they needed to give light in the chancel? 

No sir. It was daylight, a very clear, bright day. 


(interjecting) There were more candles than were necessary 
for giving light? 


Well...that is a matter of opinion. 
You could see whether the place was light without them? 


I think the service could have been perfectly and 
thoroughly performed without those lights. 


There was no light needed in the body of the church? 
None at all; it was brilliant sunlight. 

(New wttness) 

Was there any need of candles in the chancel, on the 
communion table or wherever they were in order to have 
sufficient light to perform the service in the chancel 
on the morning vou attended? 


There was gas burning in the corners of the chancel 
enabling the officiating persons to read the service. 


Were they needed to give light to the chancel? 
No sir, there was a perfect blaze of light. 
Blaze of light from the sun? 


I thought vou referred to the candles. 


SA: 
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(New witness) 
What did you see as to an illumination in chancel? 


member particularly about that? 


of them were lighted immediately before 
rvice, and some of them were lighted 
in the early pa of service. 


Were any lighted the service commenced? 


e service commenced. They 
when I went into the 


Some were lighted before 
were being lighted, I beli 
church. 


Was it dark in the chancel to reqWme lights in order 


to see? 
There was gas burning in the corners of chancel. 
Was there gas in the body of the church? 


No, 


it was the morning. 


Was there a gas light in the pulpit? 


I can't recollect that. The windows in the back of. 

the chancel had been painted, I believe; the chancel 
was formerlv light when I went there years ago, but 

the glass had been colored so that it makes the chancel 
very dark. : 


(to atl) Candles have been held in the hands of persons 
during the singing of HOLY HOLY HOLY, and during that 
part of the prayer of consecration in which are recited 
the words of Our Lord at the institution of the Blessed 
Sacrament. As to "lights beyond what are necessary...", 
it would be difficult to say exactly how much light is 
needed. It would depend on the weather and the time of 
service. On most days and always at early services some 
lights would be needed. I must however beg leave to add 
that in saying this, I do not mean to imply that I should 
not use lights for purposes of beauty and decoration, 
and also to symbolize the truths which they are used to 
symbolize in the word of God. 


(reading to all) The third charge is the wearing of 
various kinds of vestments and ornaments by the clergy 
other than the usual and recognized vestments which 
have been worn by the clergy of this Diocese from the 
beginning. ‘ 


COUNSEL: 


BISHOP: 


SA: 


The fourth charge is the employment of acolytes or 
servers in the celebration of the Holy Communion... 
and the fifth charge: the celebration of Holv Communion 
at times and under circumstances when themembers of the 
congregation are neither invited or expected to partake. 


(to Bishop and Members of the Standing Committee} 
First, I take up the use of candles and lights beyond 
what are needed for the pruposes of light. I will not 
go into any disctssion of this. You cannot unde this 
canon, whatever your powers may be otherwise, inflict 
the slightest admonition upon the gentleman for that. 


)He isnot here to answer it. While Mr. Prescott has done 


so in his protest, it was unnecessary on his part. 
The-nextis.the wearing of vestments and ornaments. 

Here are two distinct specifications, but you must also 
absolutely dismiss both from vour consideration under 
this canon. The subject has no place in this indictment. 
I will give you another reason, if it requires one. Our 
rubric is silent on the entire subject of vestments. 

The priest may wear any vestment not absolutely incon- 
eruous with his sacred office, or mav wear none at all. 
He can be censured for neither. So <s to the employment 
of acolytes or servers: you have nothing to do with this, 
whether he employs two or twenty. So also as to the cele- 
bration of Holy Communion at times and places which this 
charge seems to regard as unsuitable. He is not here to 
answer this, and needs not to open his mouth in regard 
to it; neither under the canon can he be found guilty of 
it, nor admonished for it. 


(reading to all) The sixth charge is the elevation of 
the bread and wine during or after the consecration, so 
as to expose them to the view of the people, as objects 
towards which adoration is to be made. 


Reverend Carlos Butler, have you attended the service at 
St Clement's Church? 


Yes sir. On the twenty-third of November, eighteen 
seventy-eight. 


State what you saw as to the external acts or conduct. 


I noticed after the elements were placed on the altar 

that there was a tendency on the part of all those persons 
in the chancel - I did not particularly notice the con- 
gregation - to be in constant motion implying in differ- 
ent ways adoration to what was there placed, such as 
kneeling and bowing the head at different times. 


Did vou see anything done with regard to candles at the 
use of the words "This Is My Body"...? 


Yes sir, two candles were raised with an evident intention 


SA: 


W3: 
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of expressing adoration. I believe that that act of 
the candle-bearers in an expression of an evident 
intention as done in the Church of Rome. 


Are vou familiar with the customs of the Church of 
Rome such as acts of adoration? 


Yes sir, to great extent. 


Are thos acts known in the Church of Rome as acts of 
adoration? 


Yes sir. 

I want you to state what acts you saw done there which 
are recognized in the Church of Rome as acts of Adoration 
in the celebration of the Communion. 


The acts of adoration are such as kneeling and bowing 
the head, and liftins the elements and raising the 
candles and cross, and so on. 


Did you see anvthing done with the elements in the way 

of raising them? 

Yes sir. I saw them lifted above the head of the celebrant 
at the pronouncing of the words, "This Is My Body" and 
and again, at ''This Is Mv Blood"; the elements were both 
raised above his head, and his head was bowed before them. 


(becoming inststent during this interchange) Do you know 
whether I was officiating? 


I am not positive about having seen you at the time; 
there was a semblance, but I couldn't say positively. 


Was I officiating or not? 


I am not positive. It mav have been someone who resembled 
you. 


Was the '"someone’’ who resembled me officiating at the 
time? 


I saw someone who resembled vou... 

...who was officiating in the chancel at the altar? 

Yes. 

Was he officiating as the celebrant? 

T cannot say positively. 

(very firmly) You certainly must know who was officiating? 


Whether I was the one who was officiating if you saw me 
there? - 


W3: 
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W3: 


COUNSEL : 
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I could not be positive. 


Did the gentleman whom you think resembles Mr. Prescott 
officiate? 


I think the celebrant resembled this man. 


What exverience have vou had in the ritual of the 
Roman Catholic Church? 


I was brought up under it. I attended the services until 
I was seventeen vears old. 


(arehly) Where was that? 
In Cuba. 


Show us any part of this testimony where the presbvter 
holds uv for Adoration these elements to the people. It 
cannot he done. There may be an array of counsel to make 
the attempt, but it will defy the ingenuity of man to 
find anvthing like this in these statements. So far as 

the term elevation is appropriate, it is plain that it 
took place only during the Consecration, and while the 
priest was engaged in this act with his back to the 
congregation. There is not a word to support the notion 
that there was an elevation of the elements in such 
manner as to expose them as objects toward which Adoration 
is to be made. We may assume that communicants and others, 
profoundly impressed* with the dignity and beauty of this 
sacrament, and with the wonderful mystery contained in it 
did, by the humility of their postures and other devotion- 
al acts express their Adoration of the Deity (not of the 
elements), but that anv Adoration of the elements them- 
selves took place, was demanded, sought for, desired, or 
intended either by priest or people, is totally denied 
and has certainly not been shown by any testimony offered 
here - very far from it! 


(reading to all) Charge number seven is the use of prayers, 
sentences, hymns and rites in the celebration of the Holy 
Communion which are not authorized by our Book of Common 
Prayer; and also the omission of what is prescribed, as, 
for example, the exhortation to those "Who Mind To Come" 
to the Holy Communion. 


Can you give us the first words of the hymn that was used? 
No, but I can give you the number, which was number sixteen 
of a pamphlet of some thirty or forty pages. It was a 
Whitsunday hymn, verv appropriate to the day. 

Had vou heard the hymn before? 


No sir, I never heard it before, ar since. 


11. 


SB: Did you hear any other hymns sung on that occasion? 


W2: They sang Agnus Dei three times. I recognized that; but 
the anthems I could not recall - they sang in chorus 
and it was impossible to recognize the words. The 
Agnus Dei I recognized, of course; it was in English, 
and I knew that it came there in the service. 


SB: You knew that it came there in the service? 
W2: I know it is in the Edward Sixth Praver Book, and in 


the Romish Missal, and I have heard it in the ritualistic 
churches in New York. 


SA: What is the Agnus Dei exactly? 

W2: "Lord have mercy upon us, Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world." 

SB: You heard Agnus Dei several times? 

W2: ie sir. Three times following, ome right after the 
other. 


COUNSEL: I see in the service which I hold in my hand, "This 
shall be said or sung, all standing - the "Gloria in 
Excelsis" or some proper hymn from the selection”... 
We are all, of course, familiar with the last part of 
the 'Gloria in Excelsis'. Were not the words that you 
heard sung the last part of the ‘Gloria in Excelsis'? 


W2: Yes sir, but they were not sung at that time, and they 
were not sung all standing. Here it says, "0 Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of Father That Taketh Away the Sins 
of the World," they did not sing those. The words were in 
a different place. 


C: I want to know whether they were the same words as the 
conclusion of the "Gloria" or different? 


W2: They were different; they were not the exact words. The 
last clause, "Lamb of God", omit the words "Son of the Father - 
--..e,'"That Taketh Away the Sins of the World," was used. 


(New wttness) 
SA: Were there any omissions of any part of the Communion 
service, or was the whole of the Communion service said? 


WL: My testimony on that point would be subject to some 
suspicion, from the fact that my hearing is not acute. But 
T did not understand anything of the service, not one 
word from beginning to end. I had a prayer book and asked 
the gentleman in the pew vith me about it, but he shook 
his head and said thet they were not in the book, that 
they were in something else - somebody's Mass. 


ED, 


SA: Was anything sung from a prayer book by the conszregation 
at any time after the celebration? 


WI: That morning after ante-Communion something was sung that 
sounded to me like the "Te Deun". 


SA: The whole of ''Te Deum'’? 

W1: IT thought so. 

SA: Was the praver for Christ's Church Militant read? 
WL: I did not hear it, sir. 

SA: Was the first part of the Exhortation? 

W1: I did not hear it. 

SA: Did vou hear the second vart of the Exhortation? 
WL: No sir. 


COUNSEL: Were vou in a position where you could have heard it 
had it been read? 


Wi: Yes sir, I had the Praver Book in mv hand and followed 
it very closelv. 


(New Witness) 


SB: You said earlier that you attended S. Clement's church on Nov. 23, 
1878. Have you been there on any other occassion? 
W3: Yes sir. I also attended a service on Corpus Christi Day, 


eighteen seventy-eight. 


SB: Who was the celebrant on this occasion? 
W3: Mister Prescott. 
SB: Were any prayers or sentences recited other than those 


contained in the Prayer Book or Bible? 


<4 
pam 
w 


There were sentences and pravers recited by the congre- 
gation on their knees with Mr. Prescott leading which 
are not in the Praver Book, and I do not know that they 
are authorized bv our church; I did not suppose they 
were, and I have no reason to beiieve that they are now. 


SB; What were thev, for example? 
W3: The words that particularly attracted my attention were 


these: "Soul of Christ, sanctify me; Body of Christ, 
inebriate me," and some other words that I do not 


RECTOR: 


SB: 


RECTOR: 
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remember. I identified it all in a little bock of the 
Confraternitv within a dav or two afterwards. 
(interrupting emphattealiy) In this statement the witness 
is whollv indebted to his imagination. Nothing of the 
sort was ever said or recited.fDo vou remember anv prayer 
not in the Praver Book introduced at the close of the 
service? 


IT remember that Mr. Prescott went over to the north side 


of the Chancel and while the congreszation were remaining 
on their knees he read several prayers which I di! not 
recocnize in the Praver Book, tvo of which I think ex- 
presslyv had the phrase in them, "0 


Our Confraternity,’ 
T identified in the manual of the Confraternityv shortly 
after several sentences in the vravers. 


You remember the nhrase “Our Confraternitv"” in the prayer? 


Yes. I can reneat it almost precisely: “This Sur 
fraternitv.' The hook, entitled "anual of the 
nitv of the Blessed Sacrament of the Body and 
Christ'' was used. It is an English book. 


tng Commt 


(to Bishop and “embers of the St 
In regard to sentences, I cannot speak positively, because 
the responsibilitv for the anthems sung I have placed 
largely on others. I cannot however recollect any anthem 
which has been sung, during the Celebration which was not 
taken from the Bible or the Book of Common Prayer. Except 
the Surday School service, and two hvmns out of those 

used pv the children, no hymns have been used which have 
not now or which have not at some time had the sanction 

of tke Ceneral Convention. In regard to the omission of 
what is prescribed, the warning addressed to those of the 
congregeticn who are present for the purpose of Communion 
is generally omitted bv myself, and by others with my 
sanction, but the invitation "ve who do trulv"”, etcetera, 
has never been omitted. 


T have always supposed that one- 
of the great voints of value of our church is that good 
men of even the most extreme, vea, even of ovposite 
opinions on some noints may sit together on its broad 
platform. The church rejoices in a vast number of martyrs, 
confessors and holy persons of verv different opinions. 


Why must we dis- 
turb those who differ from us in such matters as have 
been referred to in this investigation? Whv drag a man 


into judgment for wearing a cross upon his back, or . 
carrying a cross in procession in his hands, when he is 
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striving to imitate Him who was nailed to that cross for 
our common advantuge? Can it not he seen that many of 

the acts which have been referred tc whilst we have been 
sitting here, and which have been described as performances, 
reach classes in the commurity which would not otherwise 

be reached at all? Who are the churchmen - who are the 

men - who are being nursued, and who are perhars to be 
pursued in the future? They are men who are acting out 

hoth in spirit and in deed the noble profession which 

they have assumed. Thev are to be found evervwhere where 
sin and sickness and sorrow are making their ravages. 

They are certainly examples of that pure and undefiled 
religion which we are told consists in visiting the widow 
and the fatherless in their affliction, and in keeping 
one's self unspotted from the world, Surelv we do not 

need to he told that as to love, jov, peace,lonz-suffering 
-- acainst such there is no law; that there are differences 
of administration... hut the same Lord - or to be reminded 
that though we give our hodies to he burned and have no 
charity, it profiteth nothing. 


(urtting to Reetor) 

Reverend and Near Sir: 

The Standing Conmittee having investigated the matter laid 
before that body in a letter of the Bishop of this Diocese, 
dated June ?, 1879, kas sent me the following document, 

to wit: 

“The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Pennsvlvania, 
acting as the counsel of advice of the Bishop, find that 
the following ceremonies and practices not ordained or 
authorized ir the Book of Common Praver, and setting forth 
or symbolizing erroneous or doubtful doctrine, have been 
introduced by the Reverend Oliver S. Prescott in St. 
Clement's Church in the Diocese during the celebration 

of the Holy Communion, namely - 

(S.C.A. and &.C.B. stand in place and read aiternatety) 
First - genuflections, prostrations, bowings to or before 
the Lord's Table... 

Second - the use of candles in the chancel beyond wnat 

are needed for the purpose of givins light... 

Third - the wearing of various kinds of vestments and 
ornaments by the clerev other than the usual and recognized 
vestments which have been worn by the clergy of this 
Diocese from the beginning... 

Fourth - the elevation of the bread and wine during or 
after the consecration so as to expose them to the view 

of the people cs chiects towards which Adoration is to be 
made... 

Fifth - the celebration of the Holy Communion at times 

and circumstances when the members of the congregation 

are neither invited or expected to partake... 

Sixth - prayers, sentences, hymns and rites in the 
celebration of the Holv Communion which are not authorized 
by the Book of Common Praver... - 


15. 


SA: Seventh - also the omission of what is prescribed, for 
example the exhortation to those "Who Mind To Come" to 
the Holy Communion. 

BISHOP: (continuing to write) By reason of this investigation, it 


is made my duty to admonish you to discontinue such 
practices and ceremonies at all services and in all 
vlaces connected with or under the control of the Rector 
and Vestry of St Clement's Church. 
Knowing what a faithful, patient and honest examination 
has been given to this case by the Committee, may I not 
hone that vou will "with a glad mind and will” comply 
with this my godlv admonition, and with all due loyalty 
and obedience discontinue the practices and ceremonies 
here specified? 

Yours in God, 

William Bacon Stevens, 

Rishon of Pennsvlvania. 


RECTOR: (writting to Bishop) 
Right Reverend Sir: 
I am by this action of the investigating ccmmittee and 
bv vour admonition, contrarv to what I believe to be 
the Law of the Church, placed in the position of cne 
who has introduced and maintained, in violation oi my 
ordination vow, practices and ceremonies not ordained 
and authorized by the Books of Common Praver and 
symbolizing erroneous doctrine. You must excuse me if 
in plain language I denv the truth of the charge and 
finding, and the correctness of the accompanying sen- 
tence of admonition; and if I do not, (I. would) acquiesce 
in a conclusion which I believe to be uhjust and 
onprohrious to myself, to mv vestrv and to the congre~ 
cation under my pastoral care. 
I am, Rieht Reverend Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


Oliver Sherman Prescott, 
Rector of St.Clement's. 


FR. WRIGHT: 


16. 


The trial was a complete victory for the enemy and the 
Rector and parish were ordered to cease these mad practices. 
Fr. Prescott refused to obey saying that he would appeal 

to the General Convention to prove that the Diocesan Court 
had no jurisdiction over such questions. Then old Bishop 
Stevens sent for Fr. Prescott and said he was very old and 
broken and would not Fr. Prescott give up all these 
troublesome things as long as he, the Bishop, lived as 

the matter was breaking his heart. 


Fr. Prescott acceded to his request. I can just remember 
when all these ornaments and practices were given up and 
put away, and I recall the notice of the death of Bishop 
Stevens a year or two later, and how the next Sunday after 
his death, all were "put on" again to the great joy of the 
congregation. And they have stayed on ever since. 


When Fr. Prescott resigned the rectorship, Fr. Maturin was 
elected Rector. Thus a new ere of glory and reputation 
came to S. Clement's for Fr. Maturin was one of the 

mighty preachers of the Church, and the crowds coming to 
hear him, and the wonderful music filled the church more 
and more. Police were required to keep 20th Street open so 
the cars could get by, the Churchyard was what the news- 
papers term "a mass of seething humanity" the corridors 
and aisles were so packed that no one could move. I have 
seen the windowsills, the choir, the pulpit steps, jammed 
with the overflowing congregation. "Them were the days:" 


But Fr. Maturin was not the whole show. The choir was 
wonderful. The Masses of Haydn, Hummel, Wever, Mozart, 
Gounod, Tours, Stainer and many other composers were mag- 
nificent. The soloists were the best in the city and on 
festivals the music was augmented by double quartettes 

of strings and wind instruments. There was no such music 
in any church of any denomination in Philadelphia. All 
this was absolutely new to people. Besides, Fr. Field 
wasdrawing thousands of working men from all over America 
with his Guild of the Iron Cross. 


The Guilds were always well represented, especially on 

S. Clement's Day. It was a beautiful sight to see the 

central aisles filled with women and girls of the con- 

fraternities, wearing their appropriate coiffures. In 

the rear sat the boys of S. Christopher's the men of 

S. John's and the Iron Cross. The procession around the 

church building was in the following order: Processional 
Cross and Acolytes, Banner of S. Clement, Cornet and 
Choristers. Confraternity of the Holy Childhood, 
Guild of S. Martha, Guild of S. Mary the Virgin, the 
Altar Guild, Guild of S. Christopher, Guild of the 
Iron Cross, Visiting clergy, The Rev. Rector ina 
splendid cope and waring his biretta and the Bishop. 

The parish clergy were distributed among the several Guilds. 

The Choir was skillfully divided in the same way, thus 

keeping the hymn from flagging. The procession was twenty 

minutes passing a given point. : 


Adve 


I recall when I became an acolyte in 1882 when I was just 
ten. Mr. Lewis Downing then always carried the cross. He 
was a slim young man with a small] moustache similar to 
those effected by some movies artists. Whatever he under- 
took he made good 100%. He was the wisest man with boys I 
have ever known. Before very long we had 16 or 18 acolytes 
on the roll. 


It was soon evident that the large number of acolytes re- 
quired some strict rule of life and reverence. Mr. Downing 
and the clergy began suggesting a Guild -- it was adopted 
May 4th, 1887. This was all pioneer work as there hand 
been no Acolytes' Guild in our American Church before. The 
guild was called S. Vincent's. The rules were strict. On 
5. Vincent's Day we had a corporate Communion and a supper 
at night. In Lent each year we kept a day's retreat. In 
summer all acolytes would go for a vacation together for a 
fortnight. Various women of the parish's Mothers' Guild 
did the cooking gratis. God bless them: We used to have 

a glorious time. 


A year or so after the founding of S. Vincent's Guild with 
its rule and printed Manual for Offices, the Rector of the 
Church of the Advent, Boston wrote asking the loan of a 
copy of our Guild Manual as he was thinking of starting an 
Acolytes Guild in his parish. It was very willingly sent 
to him. A little later we were informed that such a guild 
had been formed there and, to our surprise, our name 

S. Vincent had been adopted and our rule adopted just as 
it stood. We were very much pleased. 


The only reason for mentioning this incident is that for 
some recent years now, both in print and in addresses, the 
S. Vincent's Guild of the Church of the Advent, Boston, 
proudly claims that it was the first of all acolytes' 
guilds and that all other S. Vincent Guilds have sprung 
from them. This is to me typical of Boston. 


But in the year 1891 the Cowley Fathers found it necessary 
to give up either their work in Philadelphia or Boston. 
They no longer had members available to man both places. 
Philadelphia was the much larger work but the Society did 
not own the church property as they did St. John's in 
Boston. So sadly the parish acquiesced in the separation. 


However, underneath all the crowds the publicity and music 
and ritual and outward beauty, the priests and parish of 

S. Clement's have always and will always seek to bring souls 
of men to a new standard of holiness and the happiness 

of Catholic Truth. Thousands of men and women find here 

the Pearl of Great Price of which there is no substitute. 
this is the meaning of it all and you and I know it. 
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FR. WRIGHT: 


1. 


Good evening, my name is Father Erskine Wright. I would 
like to share with you some of my memories of your church 
and mine - S. Clement's. 


S. Clement's was built on land given by Alexander Wilson. 
He was a Presbyterian who at that period was building row 
houses on Arch, Race and 20th Streets, and who chose to give 
his neighborhood respectability by making this an Episcopal 
church. There was from the beginning some heavy indebted- 
ness on the property which kept the church deeply in debt 
and which was never entirely cleared until Fr. Moffett's 
time, about 1900. Just about the time that Fr. Moffett be- 
gan his work, a Quaker came forward and assumed all the in- 
cumbrances in return for a mortgage or lien for $10,000. 

It used to be said about S. Clement's that it was built by 
a Presbyterian and saved by a Quaker. 


In the early days the chancel and altar were in a shallow 
apse at the west end of the church, and where the sanctuary 
now is, was a large round baptistery, in the middle of 
which stood the baptismal font under a great hanging gas 
chandelier. All this was before my memory, for by the 

time I knew things, the chancel and altar were where they 
are now, and the old west end chancel had a gallery built 
into it which was almost completely filled with the great 
pipe organ from which an old and accomplished German named 
Guillman, with a very touchy temper used to pour out wonderful 
music. 


Brother Maynard, of the Cowley Fathers, began decorating the 
walls and ceilings of the whole church, and I can just re- 
member a whole summer when the place was full of scaffoldings 
from which Br. Maynard painted his huge stencilled green and 
pink pomegranates, put the great and famous sunflowers on the 
ceiling, and painted a hansome border on the top of the walls 
on which he printed the whole Magnificat in Latin. He was a 
true artist, and an estimable religious: (even if he did over- 
Sate me for a secondhand tennis racket I once bought from 
him!: 


The church remained thus until Fr. Moffett's tenure, beginning 
about 1895. Fr. Moffett had new glass put in all the windows; 
large red brick English tiles in all the aisles; built the 
confessionals which were now, for the first time, placed in 

the church and not the chaple; moved the font to the south-west 
corner of the south aisle; made a mortuary chapel in the base- 
ment under the main sanctuary; erected a side altar at the head 
of the south aisle, and in place of the dingy old clergy house-- 
2026 Cherry Street -- built the present clergy house at 2013 
Appletree Street. 


The Cowley Fathers had come to this country and established a 
church in Boston. Early in the 70's, they were invited to 
preach a Mission at S. Clement's. Again in the later 70's, 
they conducted a second mission. In the course of a brief 
while, the Cowley Fathers were invited to take charge of the 
parish, and did so with Fr. Oliver Prescott as rector. My 
father bacame a member of the Vestry about this time too. 


2. 


I may seem hard to believe but S. Clement's didn't begin 

as a "high church." No church was more eminently Protestant 
Episcopalian, for its first ten years or so. As far as I 
know the first rector who brought a change was the Rev. Dr. 
Herman Griswold Batterson, in the last end of the 1860's. 

He was certainly Catholic, and his Catholic crime, as he 
told me himself many years later, was in putting on the 
altar a plain wooden cross and two small wooden candlesticks. 
So hot was the feeling aroused by these that war began at 
once, some of the wealthiest families withdrew, and one 
morning these ornaments were gone. They had been stolen. 
Some time later on, they were found buried in the rear garden 
of the church on the site of the present Clergy House. Yes, 
Dr. Batterson was a fighter, and S. Clement's was started on 
a course from which she has not deviated. 


In 1881, no it was 1879, Dr. Prescott was brought before the 
Rt. Rev. William Bacon Stevens, Bishop of Pennsylvania and 
the Standing Committee for an ecclesiastical trial because 
of unlawful aiid unprotestant practises. 


ha (3. ho, wel m , lke bp la Cha Ad Nope 
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a. W, mt. 2 THE TRIAL 


po 
oe BISHOP: (in a Letter to the Standing Committee) 
Reverend and Dear Sirs: In accordance with the resolution 
passed by the last Diocesan Convention, to wit: "That 
the report regarding irregular practices of St. Clement's 
parish be referred to the Bishop and Standing Committee to 
take such action as they may think requisite and proper, 
"IT ask that you will investigate the same with me, and 
appoint a time and place where the Rector of St. Clement's 
,, can be notified to rae his defense. 


{ B~o lel jpie\~ et a ey ber 
AM a 0, On ae 
a. wer. "a tettn ta fie ton oY oi La bocklag Com 
Reverend Dr. Prescott: The Standing Committee has kas 
to investigate this matter with me. I therefore notify 
you that we shall meet at this office on the ninth day of 
dune 1879, for the purpose of making such investigation. 


3. 


| 
} 
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iiiee (to the triai) I have reason to believe that in 
St.Clement's in this Diocese, of which parish 
Rev. 0.S.Prescott is Rector, the following cere- 
monies and practices not authorized in the Book 
of Common Praver and symbolizing erroneous doctrine, 
have been and now are used during the celebration 
of the Holv Communion. The first charge is the use 
of genuflections, prostrations bowings to or before 


the Lord's Table. 
Sky 2b set yp ent Whe FA gSans! 
S.C.A.W4Srro vitnéss 1) Dr. Charles King, are you a member 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese? 


WITNESS 1: I am. 


SA:, Have you attended at the celebration of the 
Communion at St.Clement's Church? 


Wi: I was present there at the celebration of the 
Communion on Whit-Sunday of 1878, at a quarter 
before eleven o'clock. 


SA: Did you see Dr.Prescott there? 

Wi: I did. 

SA: Was the Communion service said at that time? 
WL: It may have been said, but I couldn't hear it; 


the music was going on the whole time, and I can't 
say that I heard a word. 


SA: At the time of the elevation, or raising up of the 
paten and cup, were any acts done by anybody in 
the choir or by the congregation? 


WL: There were five boys in short surplices kneeling 
during the whole time of the consecration; when 
the cup was raised above the head of Mr.Longridge, 
they prostrated themselves on the platform in 
front of them; the choir prostrated themselves as 
well as they could in the pews. On each side of me 
there was a lady; they were kneeling in the pews, 
and at that moment they went down as low as they 
could. I cannot speak of the rest of the congregation. 


SB: (interjeeting) When you spoke of prostration, did 
you mean prostration or kneeling? 


Wi: Prostration: lying down flat. 


COUNSEL: (ineredulously) Do you mean to say that the two 
ladies lay down flat? - 


W1: 


SB: 


WL: 


Witness 2: 


SA: 


W2: 


W2: 


SA: 


W2: 
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No, I said as near as they could, sitting in their 
pews. They squatted, if I may use that word. 


They varied their position from kneeling, and went 
to a lower position? 


Yes,sir. 
New witness. 


(to Witness 2) What did you see, if anything, done 
with reference to the elements? 


I saw the celebrant, after consecration, turn and 
hold up the paten before the congregation. 


What occurred at that time on the part of the con- 
gregation, as to the posture? 


They were, many of them, as near to the floor as they 
could get conveniently; many of them had left the 
kneeling stools and were on the floor, and were 
bowing down as low as seemed possible under the 
circumstances. 


What occurred on the second occasion, during which 
you sav Mr.Mortimer officiated? 


The only occasion cr: which I was present was an 
early celebration in the chapel. Dr.Mortimer came 

in with an acolvte or boy; there were no other persons 
in the chancel; I noticed a verv large cross of red 
upon his back and on his stomach. The vestments were 
striking. I saw thére pretty much what I saw before, 
except, if possible, more profound genuflection. 
These prostrations were at the time of the conse- 
eration, persons were leaving their seats before 
them, and turning lengthwise between the chairs, 
lving upon their faces. I saw a number of persons, 
particularly those in front of me. I remember a lady 
who was almost her length upon the floor. 


You say that there was a good deal of changing of 
position; did that take place during the prayer of 
consecration? 


It began during the prayer of consecration: tke kneel- 
ing stools were rejected; they put them aside and got 
down on the floor. When the elements were elevated, 
there was, if possible, an intensification of the 
attitudes of reverence, but the marked geruflection 
was when the prayer of consecration gegan - that was 
vehement. 


Wi: 


COUNSEL: 


RECTOR: 


(to new Witness 1) Were there any bowing or pros- 
tration on the part of the people during the cele- 
bration that vou attended? 


Yes, several. Some bowed mcre than others. At the 
time of the elevation of the bread or host, or what- 
ever you call it, they all bowed profoundly, some in 
the aisle, and I should have said that their noses 
went on to the pavement. I do not know, of course 
about that. In the case of a lady's veil hangi 
around her face, I cannot sav precisely within how 
manv inches her face was from the floor. 


(to Bishop and Committee) Reverend Sirs, what are the 
rubrical directions regarding attitudes of reverence? 
Without taking up too much time in reading the whole 

of this service, I will sav to vou that in at least 
half a dozen places we are directed not onlv to kneel, 
but to kneel humbly, devoutly, or as the old English 
service says - meekly. When the communion is received, 
all are humbly kneeting. What is the meaning of this? 
Throughout this wonderful liturgy of ours, in praise 

of which too much cannot be said, there is great chari- 
ness of adjectives in the rubrical directions. In the 
ante-communion service, rarely do you find an epithet 
applied to any act directed to be done. Not so when 
they come to the communion service. Every rubrical 
passage speaks of the lowness of the man and the infi- 
nite height of the Deity. What is, then, the meaning 

of humbly? It means something. I do not mean to stand 
upon etymology alone, but it means literally and spiri- 
tually casting yourself upon the earth. "Omnibus humi- 
liter genuflexis" is not improperly rendered by “all 
prostrate on the ground." Etymology is not an unerring 
guide, but it surely means something more than mere 
kneeling. Bevond this, a man may be just as humble, 
just as prostrate in his mind and in his body as he 
wishes. I take it upon myself to say that he ought to 
be as much so, both in spirit and in outward manifesta- 
tion, as it is possible for him to make himself. I re- 
collect very well what a learned presbyter of this 
church, Dr.DeKoven, said: "You may make me by your 
canons stand up when I am receiving the body and blood 
of my Lord, but vou cannot prevent my inward adoration 
of the Savior who laid down his life for me. I do it in 
spite of you, because I recognize his infinite goodness 
tc me and my infinite unworthiness.'' The form is a mere 
symbol; vou cannot prevent adoration if the heart is 
filled with it. 


to Bishop and Commtttee) Gentlemen: On or about Nay 1, 
1879, I posted in the vestry-room of St. 
Clement's the following notice: There may be no genu- 
flections and no kneeling except for purposes of private 
devotion from the prayer of Humble Access till the 
Benediction. 0.S.Prescott, Recter. - I have never used 


_asH0P 


SA: 


W2: 


COUNSEL: 


W2: 


prostrations. T have spoken against them both publicly 
and privately. I cannot say that anvthing which I should 
call a prostration has ever been used in St. Clement's 
Church. What I have see is a low bending of the bodv, 
while those so howing were kneeling upon their knees. 


The second charge is the use of candles and lights in 
the chancel bevond what are needed for purpose of 
giving light. 


What did you notice when you entered S. Clement's church in regard 
to the candles? 


When I went in, there were seven lamps burning over 
the chancel; there were two lights, I think, on the 
Communion table, and candelabras and others upon the 
super-altar. Some of those were not lighted until after 
the sermon -- those on the super-altar. 

Were they needed to give light in the chancel? 

No sir. It was daylight, a very clear, bright dav. 


(interjecting) There were more candles than were necessary 
for giving light? 


Well...that is a matter of opinion. 
You could see whether the place was light without them? 


I think the service could have been perfectly and 
thoroughly performed without those lights. 


There was no light needed in the body of the church? 
None at all; it was brilliant sunlicht. 

(New wttness) 

Was there any need of candles in the chancel, on the 
communion table or wherever they were in order to have 
sufficient light to perform the service im _the chancel 
on the morning vou attended? 


There was gas burning in the corners of the chancel 
enabling the officiating rersons to read the service. 


Were they needed to sive light to the chancel? 
No sir, there was a perfect blaze of light. 
Blaze of light from the sun? 


I thought vou referred to the candles. 


SB: 


RECTOR: 


(Nev witness) 
What did vou see as to an illumination in chancel? 


ere were a great manv candles burning. Thev were 


A great ma 
the Communion 
in the earlv na 


of them were lichted immediately before 
rvice, and some of them were Lizhted 

of service. 

Were anv lichted wh the service commenced? 


e service commenced. They 
when I went into the 


Some were lighted before 
were being lighted, I heli 
church. 


Was it dark in the chancel to rea e lights in order 
to see? , 


There vas sas burning in the corners of chancel. 


Was there cas in the hodv of the church? 


No, it was the morning. 


Was there a gas light in the pulpit? 


I can't recollect that. The windows in the back of 

the chancel had been painted, I believe; the chancel 
was formerly light when I went there vears ago, but 

the glass had been colored so that it makes the chancel 
very dark. 


(to all) Candles have been held in the hands of persons 
during the singing of HOLY HOLY HOLY, and during that 
part of the praver of consecration in which are recited 
the words of Our Lord at the institution of the Blessed 
Sacrament. As to "lights bevond what are necessary...", 
it would he difficult to sav exact]v how much light is 
needed. It would depend on the weather and the time of 
service. On most days and always at early services some 
lights would be needed. I must however beg leave to add 
that in saying this, I do not mean to imply that I should 
not use lights for purposes of beautv and decoration, 
and also to symbolize the truths which thev are used to 
symbolize in the word of God. 


(reading to all) The third charge is the wearing of 
various kinds cf vestments and ornaments by the clergy 
other than the usual and recognized vestments which 
have been worn bv the clergy of this Diocese from the 
beginning. Z 


8. 


The fourth charge is the employment of acolytes or 
servers in the celebration of the Holy Communion... 
and the fifth charge: the celebration of Holy Communion 
at times and under circumstances when thementers of the 
congregation are neither invited or expected to partake. 


COUNSEL: (to Bishop and Members of the Standing Committee) 
First, I take up the use of candles and lights bevond 
what are needed for the pruvoses of light. I will not 
go into any discussion of this. You cannot unde this 
canon, whatever your powers may be otherwise, inflict 
the slightest admonition upon the gentleman for that. 
He is not here to answer it. While Mr. Prescott has done 
so in his protest, it was unnecessary on his part. 
The next is the wearing of vestments and ornaments. 
Here are two distinct specifications, but you must also 
absolutely dismiss both from vour consideration under 
this canon. The subject has no place in this indictment. 
Twill give you another reasen, if it requires one. Our 
lA Nopp rubric is silent on the entire subject of vestments. 
—~ = The priest may wear any vestment not absolutely incon- 

; gruous with his sacred office, or may wear none at all. 
Kj He can be censured for neither. So es to the employment 
é of acolytes or servers: you have nothing to do with this, 

whether he employs two or twenty. So also as to the cele- 
bration of Holv Communion at times and places which this 
charge seems to regard as unsuitable. He is not here to 
answer this, and needs not to open his mouth in regard 

to it; neither under the canon can he be found guilty of 
it, nor admonished for it. 


_/ BISHOP: (reading to all) The sixth charge is the elevation of 
the bread and wine during or after the consecration, so 
as to expose them to the view of the people, as objects 
towards which adoration is to be made. 


SA: Reverend Carlos Butler, have you attended the service:at 
St Clement's Church? 

W3: Yes sir. On the twenty-third of November, eighteen 
seventy-eight. 

SA: State what you saw as to the external acts or conduct. 

W3: I noticed after the elements were placed on the altar 


that there was a tendency on the part of all those persons 
in the chancel - I did not particularly notice the con- 
gregation - to be in constant motion imolying in differ- 
ent ways adoration to what was there placed, such as 
kneeling and bowing the head at different times 


SA: Did you see anvthing done with regard to candles at the 
use of the words "This Is Mv Body"...? 


W3: Yes sir, two candles were raised with an evident intention 


SA: 


W3: 
SA: 


W3: 
SA: 


W3: 


SA: 


W3: 


RECTOR: 


W3: 


W3: 


W3: 


9. 
of expressing adoration. I believe that that act of 
the candle-bearers in an expression of an evident 
intention as done in the Church of Rome. 


Are vou familiar with the customs of the Church of 
Rome such as acts of adoration? 


Yes sir, to great extent. 


Are those acts known in the Church of Rome as acts of 
adoration? 


Yes sir. 

I want you to state what acts you saw done there which 
are recognized in the Church of Rome as acts of Adoration 
in the celebration of the Communion. 

The acts of adoration are such as kneeling and bowing 

the head, and lifting the elements and raising the 
candles and cross, and so on. 


Did you see anvthing done with the elements in the way 

of raising them? 

Yes sir. I saw them lifted above the head of the celebrant 
at the pronouncing of the words, "This Is My Body" and 

and again, at "This Is My Blood"; the elements were both 
raised above his head, and his head was bowed before them. 


(becoming tnststent during this interchange) Do you know 
whether I was officiating? 


I am not positive about having seen you at the time; 
there was a semblance, but I couldn't say positively. 


Was I officiating or not? 


I am not positive. It mav have been someone who resembled 
you. 


Was the ''someone'' who resembled me officiating at the 
time? 


I saw someone who resembled vcu... 

...who was officiating in the chancel at the altar? 

Yes. 

Was he officiating as the celebrant? 

I cannot say positively. 

(very firmly) You certainly must know who was officiating? 


Whether I was the one who was officiating if you saw me 
there? = 
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I could not be positive. 


Did the gentleman whom vou think resembles Mr. Prescott 
officiate? 


I think the celebrant resembled this man. 


What exverience have vou had in the ritual of the 
Roman Catholic Church? 


I was brought up under it. I attended the services until 
I was seventeen vears old. 


(archly) Where was that? 
In Cuba. 


Show us any part of this testimony where the presbvter 
holds up for Adoration these elements to the people. It 
cannot be done. There may be an array of counsel to make 
the attempt, but it will defy the ingenuity of man to 
find anything like this in these statements. So far as 

the term elevation is appropriate, it is plain that it 
took place only during the Consecration, and while the 
priest was engaged in this act with his back to the 
congregation. There is not a word to support the notion 
that there was an elevation of the elements in such 
manner as to expose them as objects toward which Adoration 
is to be made. We may assume that communicants and others, 
profoundly impressed* with the dignity and beauty of this 
sacrament, and with the wonderful mystery contained in it 
did, by the humility of their postures and other devotion- 
al acts express their Adoration of the Deity (not of the 
elements), but that any Adoration of the elements them- 
selves took place, was demanded, sought for, desired, or 
intended either by priest or people, is totally denied 
and has certainly not been shown by any testimony offered 
here - ! 


(reading to ail) Charge number seven is the use of prayers, 
sentences, hymns and rites in the celebration of the Holy 
Communion which are not authorized by our Book of Common 
Prayer; and also the omission of what is prescribed, as, 
for example, the exhortation to those "Who Mind To Come” 
to the Holy Communion. 


Can. you give us the first words of the hymn that was used? 
No, but I can give you the number, which was number sixteen 
of a pamphlet of some thirty or forty pages, It was a 
Whitsunday hymn, verv appropriate to the day. 

Had vou heard the hymn before? 


No sir, I never heard it before, gr since. 
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Did you hear any other hymns sung on that occasion? 


They sang Agnus Dei three times. I recognized that; but 
the anthems I could not recall - they sang in chorus 
and it was impossible to recognize the words. The 

Agnus Dei I recognized, of course; it was in English, 
and I knew that it came there in the service. 


You knew that it came there in the service? 


I know it is in the Edward Sixth Prayer Book, and in 
the Romish Missal, and I have heard it in the ritualistic 
churches in New York. 


What is the Agnus Dei exactly? 


"Lord have mercy upon us, Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world." 


You heard Agnus Dei several times? 


Yes sir. Three times following, one right after the 
other. P 


I see in the service which I hold in my hand, "This 
shall be said or sung, all standing - the "Gloria in 
Excelsis'' or some proper hymn from the selection"... 
We are all, of course, familiar with the last part of 
the 'Gloria in Excelsis'. Were not the words that you 
heard sung the last part of the 'Gloria in Excelsis'? 


Yes sir, but they were not sung at that time, and they 
were not sung all standing. Here it says, "O Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of Father That Taketh Away the Sins 
of the World," they did not sing those. The words were in 
a different place. 


I want to know whether they were the same words as the 
conclusion of the "Gloria" or different? 


They were different; they were not the exact words. The 
last clause, "Lamb of God", omit the words "Son of the Father - 
--sse,"That Taketh Away the Sins of the World," was used. 


(New wttiness) 
Were there any omissions of any part of the Communion 
service, or was the whole of the Communion service said? 


My testimony on that point would be subject to some 
suspicion, from the fact that my hearing is not acute. But 
I did not understand anything of the service, not one 
word from beginning to end. I had a prayer book and asked 
the gentleman in the pew with me about it, but he shook 
his head and said that they were not in the book, that 
they were in something else - somebody's Mass. 
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Was anything sung from a prayer book by the congregation 
at any time after the celebration? 


That morning after ante-Communion something was sung that 
sounded to me like the "Te Deum". 


The whole of "Te Deum''? 

I thought so. 

Was the prayer for Christ's Church Militant read? 
I did not hear it, sir. 

Was the first part of the Exhortation? 

I did not hear it. 

Did you hear the second vart of the Exhortation? 
No sir. 


Were you in a position where you could have heard it 
had it been read? 


Yes sir, I had the Prayer Book in my hand and followed 
it very closelv. 


(New Witness) 
You said earlier that you attended S. Clement's church on Nov. 23, . 
1878. Have you been there on any other occassion? 


Yes sir. I also attended a service on Corpus Christi Day, 
eighteen seventy-eight. 


Who was the celebrant on this occasion? 
Mister Prescott. 


Were any prayers or sentences recited other than those 
contained in the Prayer Book or Bible? 


There were sentences and pravers recited by the congre- 
gation on their knees with Mr. Prescott leading which 
are not in the Prayer Book, and I do not know that they 
are authorized by our church; I did not suppose they 
were, and I have no reason to believe that they are now. 


What were they, for example? 
The words that particularly attracted my attention were 


these: "Soul of Christ, sanctify me; Body of Christ, 
inebriate me,'' and some other words that I do not 


RECTOR: 


RECTOR: 


COUNSEL: 


13. 


remember. I identified it all in a little book of the 
Confraternity within a day or two afterwards. 


(interrupting emphatically) In this statement the witness 
is wholly indebted to his imagination. Nothing of the 
sort was ever said or recited. Do you remember any prayer 
not in the Prayer Book introduced at the close of the 
service? 


I remember that Mr. Prescott went over to the north side 
of the Chancel and while the congregation were remaining 
on their knees he read several prayers which I did not 
recognize in the Prayer Book, two of which I think ex- 
pressly had the phrase in them, "Our Confraternitv," 

I identified in the manual of the Confraternitv shortly 
after several sentences in the pravers. 


You remember the vhrase "Our Confraternity'’ in the prayer? 


Yes. I can repeat it almost precisely: "This Our Con- 
fraternity." The book, entitled "Manual of the Confrater- 
nitv of the Blessed Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Christ" was used. It is an English book. 


(to Btshop and Members of the Standing Committee) 

In regard to sentences, I cannot speak positively, because 
the responsibility for the anthems sung I have placed 
largelv on others. I cannot however recollect any anthem 
which has been sung during the Celebration which was not 
taken from the Bible or the Book of Common Prayer. Except 
the Sunday School service, and two hymns out of those 
used by the children, no hymns have been used which have 
not now or which have not at some time had the sanction 
of tke General Convention. In regard to the omission of 
what is prescribed, the warning addressed to those of the 
congregation who are present for the purpose of Communion 
is generally omitted by myself, and by others with my 
sanction, but the invitation “ye who do truly", etcetera, 
has never been omitted. 


I have always supposed that one- 
of the great points of value of our church is that good 
men of even the most extreme, vea, even of opposite 
opinions on some points may sit together on its broad 
platform. The church rejoices in a vast number of martyrs, 
confessors and holy persons of very different opinions. 


Why must we dis- 
turb those who differ from us in such matters as have 
been referred to in this investigation? Why drag a man 


into judgment for wearing a cross upon his back, or 
carrying a cross in procession in his hands, when he is 
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striving to imitate Him who was nailed to that cross for 
our common advantage? Can it not be seen that manv of 

the acts which have been referred tc whilst we have been 
sitting here, and which have been described as performances, 
reach classes in the community which would not otherwise 
be reached at all? Who are the churchmen - who are the 

men - who are being pursued, and who are perhaps to be 
pursued in the future? They are men who are acting out 
both in spirit and in deed the noble profession which 

thev have assumed. They are to be found everywhere where 
sin and sickness and sorrow are making their ravages. 

They are certainly examples of that pure and undefiled 
religion which we are told consists in visiting the widow 
and the fatherless in their affliction, and in keeping 
one's self unspotted from the world. Surely we do not 

need to be told that as to love, jov, peace,long-suffering 
-- against such there is no law; that there are differences 
of administration... hut the same Lord - or to be reminded 
that though we give our bodies to be burned and have not 
charity, it profiteth nothing. 


(writting to Reetor) 

Reverend and Dear Sir: 

The Standing Coumittee having investigated the matter laid 
before that body in a letter of the Bishop of this Diocese, 
dated June 2, 1879, has sent me the following document, 

to wit: 

"The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
acting as the counsel of advice of the Bishop, find that 
the following ceremonies and practices not ordained or 
authorized in the Book of Common Prayer, and setting forth 
or symbolizing erroneous or doubtful doctrine, have been 
introduced by the Reverend Oliver S. Prescott in St. 
Clement's Church in the Diocese during the celebration 

of the Holy Communion, namely - 

(S.C.A. and S.C.B. stand in place and read alternately} 
First - genuflections, prostrations, bowings to or before 
the Lord's Table... 

Second - the use of candles in the chancel beyond what 

are needed for the purpose of giving light... 

Third - the wearing of various kinds of vestments and 
ornaments by the clergy other than the usual and recognized 
vestments which have been worn by the clergy of this 
Diocese from the beginning... 

Fourth - the elevation of the bread and wine during or 
after the consecration so as to expose them to the view 
ace tea peaple cs cbjects towards which Adoration is to be 
made... 

Fifth - the celebration of the Holy Communion at times 

and circumstances when the members of the congregation 

are neither invited or expected to partake... 

Sixth - prayers, sentences, hymns and rites in the 
celebration of the Holy Communion which are not authorized 
by the Book of Common Prayer... - 
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Seventh - also the omission of what is prescribed, for 
example the exhortation to those "Who Mind To Come" to 
the Holy Communion. 


(continuing to write) By reason of this investigation, it 
is made my duty to admonish you to discontinue such 
practices and ceremonies at all services and in all 
places connected with or under the control of the Rector 
and Vestry of St Clement's Church. 
Knowing what a faithful, patient and honest examination 
has been given to this case by the Committee, may I not 
hope that vou will “with a glad mind and will" comply 
with this my godly admonition, and with all due loyalty 
and obedience discontinue the practices and ceremonies 
here specified? 

Yours in God, 

William Bacon Stevens, 

Bishop of Pennsylvania. 


(writting to Btshop) 

Right Reverend Sir: : 

I am by this action of the investigating committee and 
by your admonition, contrary to what I believe to be 
the Law of the Church, placed in the position of one 
who has introduced and maintained, in violation of my 
ordination vow, practices and ceremonies not ordained 
and authorized by the Books of Common Prayer and 
symbolizing erroneous doctrine. You must excuse me if 
in plain language I deny the truth of the charge and 
finding, and the correctness of the accompanying sen- 
tence of admonition; and if I do not, (I.would) acquiesce 
ain a conclusion which I believe to be uhjust and 
opprobrious to myself, to my vestry and to the congre- 
gation under my pastoral care. 

I am, Right Reverend Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


Oliver Sherman Prescott, 
Rector of St.Clement's. 
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The trial was a complete victory for the enemy and the 
Rector and parish were ordered to cease these mad practices. 
Fr. Prescott refused to obey saying that he would appeal 

to the General Convention to prove that the Diocesan Court 
had no jurisdiction over such questions. Then old Bishop 
Stevens sent for Fr. Prescott and said he was very old and 
broken and would not Fr. Prescott give up all these 
troublesome things as long as he, the Bishop, lived as 

the matter was breaking his heart. 


Fr. Prescott acceded to his request. I can just remember 
when all these ornaments and practices were given up ana 
put away, and I recall the notice of the death of Bishop 
Stevens a year or two later, and how the next Sunday after 
his death, all were “put on" again to the great joy of the 
congregation. And they have stayed on ever since: 


When Fr. Prescott resigned the rectorship, Fr. Maturin was 
elected Rector. Thus a new er@of glory and reputation 
came to S. Clement's for Fr. Maturin was one of the 

mighty preachers of the Church, and the crowds coming to 
hear himy and the wonderful music filled the church more 
and more. Police were required to keep 20th Street open so 
the cars could get by, the Churchyard was what the news- 
papers term “a mass of seething humanity" the corridors 
and aisles were so packed that no one could move. I have 
seen the windowsills, the choir, the pulpit steps, jammed 


on 


with the overflowing congregation. "Them were the days: 


But Fr. Maturin was not the whole show. The choir was 
wonderful. The Masses of Haydn, Hummel, Wever, Mozart, 
Gounod, Tours, Stainer and many other composers were mag- 
nificent. The soloists were the best in the city and on 
festivals the music was augmented by double quartettes 

of strings and wind instruments. There was no such music 
in any church of any denomination in Philadelphia. Al] 
this was absolutely new to people. / Besides, Fr. Field 
wasdrawing thousands of working men from all over America 
with his Guild of the Iron Cross. 


The Guilds were always well represented, especially on 

S. Clement's Day. It was a beautiful sight to see the 

central aisles filled with women and girls of the con- 

fraternities, wearing their appropriate coiffures. In 

the rear sat the boys of S. Christopher's the men of 

S. John's and the Iron Cross. The procession around the 

church building was in the following order: Processional 
Cross and Acolytes, Banner of S. Clement, Cornet and 
Choriszers, Confraternity of the Holy Childhood, 
Guild of S. Martha, i S. Mary the Virgin, the 
Altay Guild, Gu 3 stopher, Guild of the 
iron Cross, Visiting clergy, The Rev. Rector in a 
splendid cope and waring his biretta and the Bishop. 

The parish clergy were distributed among the several Guilds. 

The Choir was skillfully divided in the same way, thus 

keeping the hymn from flagging. The procession was twenty 

minutes passing a given point. 


I recall when I became an acolyte in 1882 when I was just 
ten. Mr. Lewis Downing then always carried the cross. He 
was a Slim young man with a small moustache similar to 
those effected by some movies artists. Whatever he under- 
took he made good 100%. He was the wisest man with boys 1 
have ever known. Before very long we had 16 or 18 acolytes 
on the roll. 


It was soon evident that the large number of acolytes re- 
quired some strict rule of life and reverence. Mr. Downing 
and the clergy began suggesting a Guild -- it was adopted 
May 4th, 1887. This was all pioneer work as there hana 
been no Acolytes' Guild in our American Church before. The 
guild was called S. Vincent's. The rules were strict. On 
S. Vincent's Day we had a corporate Communion and a supper 
at night. In Lent each year we kept a day's retreat. In 
summer all acolytes would go for a vacation together for a 
fortnight. Various women of the parish's Mothers’ Guilo 
did the cooking gratis. God bless them: We used to have 

a glorious time. 


A year or so after the founding of S. Vincent's Guild with 
its rule and printed Manual for Offices, the Rector of the 
Church of the Advent, Boston wrote asking the loan of a 
copy of our Guild Manual as he was thinking of starting an 
Acolytes Guild in his parish. It was very willingly sent 
to him. A little later we were informed that such a guild 
had been formed there and, to our surprise, our name 

S. Vincent had been adopted and our rule adopted just as 
it stood. We were very much pleased. 


The only reason for mentioning this incident is that for 
some recent years now, both in print and in addresses, the 
S. Vincent's Guild of the Church of the Advent, Boston, 
proudly claims that it was the first of all acolytes' 
guilds and that all other S. Vincent Guilds have sprung 
from them. This is to me typical of Boston. 


But in the year 1891 the Cowley Fathers found it necessary 
to give up either their work in Philadelphia or Boston. 
They no longer had members available to man both places. 
Philadelphia was the much larger work but the Society did 
not own the church property as they did St. John's in 
Boston. So sadly the parish acquiesced in the separation. #f 


However, underneath all the crowds the publicity and music 
and ritual and outward beauty, the priests and parish of 

S. Clement's have always and will always seek to bring souls 
of men to a ~ew standard of holiness and the happiness 

of Catholic ‘ruth. Thousands of men and women find here 

the Pearl of Great Price of h there, is no substitute. 
this is the meaning of it all and you and I know it. 


